Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinics (CCBHCs)
Policy Series

An Overview of New Legislation and Program Plans Aiming
to Improve Quality of and Access to Mental Health Services.

Legislative
Overview

In 2014, the Protecting Access to Medicare Act (H.R. 4302)
passed in Congress. Section 223 of this legislation establishes a
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHC) program
to improve mental health services in select states. It establishes
clear definitions and service guidelines for CCBHCs, creating a
common definition for high quality, accessible, and
comprehensive care. It also outlines two new payment models to
improve reimbursements by using costs of services provided
rather than fee schedules. The original legislation earmarked $1.1
billion for the community behavioral health care system. The
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
included provisions to expand the demonstration program
through November 30th, 2020 It also added two additional
states (Kentucky and Michigan) to the demonstration program.

Program
Requirements

Staffing Accessibility

Availability and
accessibility of services,
including 24-hour crisis

services, sliding scale fees,
and no rejection for
services based on a
patient’s ability to pay or
place of residence.

Care Service
Coordination Scope

Provision of 9 specific
services reflecting person-
centered care practices.
Services must be provided
through the CCBHC or
through a partnership with
another provider.
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Planning Grant
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States in
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NEW!

As of August 2020, Kentucky
and Michigan were selected for

the demonstration program via
the CARES Act

Answers to
FAOXS

What Goals do Demonstration
States Hope to Achieve?
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Least One of the complete scope of and participation in
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What are the Options for the
Prospective Payment Systems?

What are the 9 Specific Services o
that CCBHCs Must Provide?

Peer
Support,
Counseling,
& Family
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Case
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